The Story of British Diplomacy
England in 1816, Canning entered the Cabinet as president of the Board of Control. To speak of Castlereagh in this year and during the short remainder of his life as the promoter of an international system as reactionary as Canning's policy had been progressive, is not only to censure Castlereagh but to reflect upon Canning himself. Whatever the foreign policy carried out, having been settled by the Cabinet, it was the policy of Canning as well as of Castlereagh. The practical unanimity of the two men showed itself in connection with the Aix-la-Chapelle conferences, September 1818. These were attended by Canning, if not as Castlereagh's official representative, yet as a Cabinet Minister speaking with experience and authority on foreign affairs. The form in which the general results of the Aix-la-Chapelle meetings were embodied was determined by England's refusal to form one of a general league like that of the Holy Alliance. That was Liverpool's ultimatum. The one tangible result of the Czar's Holy Alliance project, in 1815, had been a Quadruple Treaty committing England, with the three other great Powers, to put down by arms any fresh outbreak of Jacobinism or revolution in France.
At Aix-la-Chapelle it had no sooner been decided that the allied armies should be withdrawn from French soil than France, under a legitimate and reactionary monarch, Louis XVIII. claimed admission to the Quadruple Treaty. She further supported the Austrian and Russian proposal that this agreement should confer on those who signed it the power of calling periodical conferences for maintaining European peace and order. Canning first protested against England's acceptance of
any such responsibilities.    The then Foreign Secretary
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